
Hand-clapping and shouts of "Amen!" will provide a rousing close to Black History Month as the Palace Theatre and African

American Cultural Center of the Capital Region (AACCCR) co-host Gospel Gala 2015.

Gospel music has taken many forms over the years, both religious and secular, but the music is meant to be positive and rousing,

so head on down to the corner of Clinton Avenue and North Pearl Street on Friday to bring some heat to a late winter night.

http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-features/article/Gospel-gala-puts-passion-on-stage-6101229.php

Gospel gala puts passion on stage
Annual event showcases music, dance
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More Information

If you go

When: 7 p.m. Friday

Where: Palace Theatre, 19 Clinton Ave,
Albany, NY

Tickets: Free admission

Info: 465-3334 or

http://palacealbany.com
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The Macedonia Chamber Orchestra, Restored, Tone Setters and Soul Rebel Performance Troupe are some of the groups

performing. The show will also include spoken word performers, a collaboration of church choirs in the Capitol Region and a

puppet show on behalf of the Bethel Baptist Church in Troy.

Early on, the gala was a city of Albany-showcased event before Common Council President Carolyn McLaughlin passed the

torch to AACCCR. The group spends a large deal of its time organizing programs, activities and exhibits like the Gospel Gala. Their

main focus is educating the Capital Region in the rich culture and history of African-Americans.

Not surprisingly, gospel music has always been the centerpiece and draw of the

event. Barbara Howard, a member of AACCCR, agrees that gospel music has

always been a major component in African-American history, but she believes

there is an abundance of black art forms that need the same type of exposure,

and she hopes this year's event reflects this aim. More obscure genres are

"great and need to be brought to the attention" of the gala audience.

One of the notable groups invited to perform at the event is the Soul Rebel

Performance Troupe, led by JeanRemy Monnay. Monnay said he helped start

the group in 2009 to provide a greater stage presence for local people of color.

He said his own positive experience with being on stage led him to want similar

opportunities for others.

Soul Rebel will be performing an excerpt from August Wilson's "Fences" at the gala. The excerpt from Wilson's play deals with the

father-son relationship, something Monnay believes needs to be heathy in order to ease societal issues. "Education starts at

home," says Monnay.

Later this year, Soul Rebel will sponsor a children's variety show in early July and will perform Troy resident Joe Starzyk's play

"Wedding Secrets" in September.

The Tone Setters, an all-girls middle school team, will also perform on Friday. Founded by sisters Lakia Walker-Boykins and

Treenah Walker, the step-dancing organization encourages sisterhood, creativity, education, and unity within its team.

Since its founding in the summer of 2013, the team has competed in Atlanta, won first place at the ninth Brooklyn Borough

Stepping championship, won first place at the Black History Month Stepshow Classic (two weeks after the Brooklyn

championship), and ranked second in the New York City Regional Middle School Step Team. According to Walker-Boykins, the

team is aiming for the 2015 Nationals in Harrisburg, Pa.
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The Walker sisters credit most of their success to their girls' eagerness in learning new things and their close bond with each

other. The Tone Setters will be doing songs of empowerment at the gala. The performance will also include quotes from Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. and Huey Newton, which will be voiced by the step team. When asked how the audience will react, Lakia Walker-

Boykins said, "They'll love it. ... They always love the fact that young girls are doing positive things in the Capitol Region."

The gala's positive message itself appealed to some local politicians, prompting them to contribute their time and money to last

year's Pre-Gospel Gala Fundraiser, an event arranged by AACCCR. The event, which served as a precursor to the gala, was held at

the City Hall rotunda on Nov. 21. The political guests ranged from McLaughlin to Rep. Paul Tonko to Albany Mayor Kathy

Sheehan.

The Gospel Gala is a free event, open to the public.

"Everyone should walk away feeling restored and empowered," Howard said.

Dilson Hernandez is a contributor to the Times Union.
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