
The 73-year-old rock 'n' roll legend Chubby Checker will be twisting the night away at Vapor Nightclub in Saratoga Springs.

Checker looks to dazzle the crowd with his dance moves and powerful voice as he performs tunes from his decades-long career.

With hopes of putting stereotypes of elderly people to rest, Checker indicates that father time is definitely no enemy to him.

Checker's musical background dates back to his teen years. He gained popularity while working at a meat produce market, where

his boss gave him the nickname "Chubby." After hearing a private recording, Dick Clark's wife thought about adding the last name

"Checker," a reference to the artist Fats Domino. The new and improved Chubby Checker did well in the industry with his first hit

"The Class," but no one anticipated the phenomenon that came next: "The Twist."

"When Edison made the electric light, they never let it go. When Alexander Graham Bell made the telephone, they never let it go.

When Chubby Checker made the dance floor come alive with the twist ... they never let it go," says Checker. "The Twist" shot

straight to No. 1 on the Billboard charts when it debuted on Clark's "American Bandstand" in August 1960. The young audience

was clapping hands and bopping to the music, but it was Checker's swiveling hips that spawned a dancing sensation like no other.

From the Beatles to Sam Cooke, many artists were urged to incorporate some type of twisting aspect in their music in order to

sell. Checker says: "The Beatles filled up the Top 5 on Billboard. But guess what? One of their biggest hits was 'Twist and Shout.' "

He immediately recorded five more albums in the midst of the twist craze. Those albums were in the Billboard's Top 12 all at once,

something no other artist has ever done. Checker also starred in "Don't Knock The Twist" and "Twist Around the Clock," movies in

which the plot revolves around the dance move. The song also did something that no other song has done before or since. It
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More than five decades later, songster Chubby is still dancing

Chubby Checker performs at the Songwriters Hall of Fame Awards on Thursday, June 12, 2014 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)
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More Information

If you go

Chubby Checker

When: 4 and 7 p.m. Saturday

Where: Vapor Nightclub, 342 Jefferson
St., Saratoga Springs

Admission: Sold out

Info: 581-5772;

http://www.saratoga.com

peaked at No. 1 yet again in 1962. The dance craze was no longer centered around teenagers, as adults — from celebrities to

bankers — were seen twisting on the dance floor.

Checker claims that his impact on popular culture is evident. He credits this mainly to a dancing style referred to as "dancing apart

to the beat." Checker says if people are performing a popular dance move by themselves, they are doing the "Chubby Checker."

Checker says his influence is also apparent in the hip hop culture. Apart from

the Twist, he says dances like "The Pony" and "The Hucklebuck" have influenced

the trendy hip-hop dances these past few decades. Checker makes a

connection between "The Fly" and the memorable "Put your hands in the air and

wave me like you just don't care!"

Checker felt his own influence when the rap group The Fat Boys asked him to

record their 1988 hit called "The Twist (Yo, Twist!)." Chubby sings the chorus

almost exactly like the original, and the Fat Boys rapped their lyrics. "If you look

at the early part of hip-hop, I was there," Checker says.

Since then, Checker has been touring nonstop, indulging in advertisements and

making new songs. In 2007, Checker released "Knock Down The Walls," a hit on

the Billboard dance charts. On 2013, Checker released the song "Changes" on

iTunes and YouTube, a tune which did not incorporate any type of dancing. It

was rather a sentimental ballad embodying the issues and hopefulness in personal growth.

In 2015 , Checker is still touring. Some audiences are amazed at the energy behind the performer. "You'll have to see it to believe

it," says Checker.

He credits all his vitality and accomplishments to "The Invisible One." "When it comes to an audience, God gives me something

special," he says. "Whether its 200 people or 200,000, He gives me the strength to perform. God has blessed me through those

people."

With that mindset, he gets people up on every stage where he performs. With the utmost confidence in the world, Checker expects

everyone at Vapor on Saturday to twist like there's no tomorrow.

Dilson Hernandez is a contributor to the Times Union.
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